I hope that all of you have had a wonderful summer and are coming back refreshed. I would also like to take the opportunity to welcome all the Grade 1 boys and your families as you join our big Diocesan family.
Five years ago when my elder son entered DBSPD as a Grade 1 student, I did not know what to expect and how to play my part in his education at the school. Along with other parents, I went to the PTA annual general meeting out of curiosity. Since then, over the past few years, PTA has become the most important way of how I participate in my two sons' school experience.
Most of our PTA Committee members share similar experiences -while we start volunteering for PTA without knowing what to expect, we leave the PTA with a lot more understanding and gratitude for how DBS and all our teachers are educating our boys.
As I recount our activities in the past year, I am deeply grateful for the commitment and energy from all our Committee members and parent volunteers. Your sacri ces and willingness to serve are reflective of the spirit of DBS, and undoubtedly will leave behind a legacy for your boys to inherit as they grow up.
Below are highlights of our major activities this past year.
Annual General Meeting
More than 200 members attended the AGM this year, voting for the 12 parent members of the PTA for 2013-2014. These 12 parent members, along with the Headteacher, 4 teacher representatives, and the Immediate Past Chairperson made up the 18 members of the committee. We thank all the parents who stood for the voting (it is never an easy experience to give a speech in front of all the parents) and we especially want to thank those who did not make the Committee but continued to support PTA events in a volunteer capacity.
School Garden Fête
One of the largest events of the year, our 59 th annual School Fête was held on 10 th November 2013. We would like to thank Ms. Paulina Pau, Mr. Freddie Hai and Ms. Sylvia Huang who put in an exceptional effort to coordinate more than 200 parents who helped in this event. From contributing gifts and donations, serving the Fête Lunch, manning the games stalls, to helping with the Headteacher's stalls, our parent volunteers were critical in making this event a resounding success.
Pre-10K FunD Run
This annual event was attended by a record 550 parents and boys who participated in a fun-filled morning run at the school on 12 th January 2014. For many of the parents, this is the rst time they get to run up the school drive as well as in the secondary school eld. Special thanks to all the parent helpers who assisted in the day's proceedings.
School Cleaning Day
Our annual School Cleaning Day was held on 23 rd January 2014. Thanks go to Dr. Byron Shiu for coordinating this event. 110 parent volunteers also showed up to help. Our boys cleaned their classrooms and their bathrooms, and also listened to the health talk (given by Dr. Byron Shiu on "Infectious Disease: Prevention and Containment") with a lot of enthusiasm. As with our tradition, we also had an opportunity to thank our school janitors for their hard work. , who gave us an insightful talk on the "challenges facing our next generation." In the talk, he discussed the trends facing our next generation, and how our kids can prepare themselves to better adapt to this challenge. In May 2014, our second Seminar featured Mr. Leung Kin Fung, the assistant concertmaster of the Hong Kong Philharmonic and Mr. Ronnie Cheng, our Headmaster. They discussed the importance of music in the upbringing of our boys, and also the secrets of learning music. Mr. Leung Kin Fung and I also gave a mini-concert, playing a violin and cello duet for the audience of 200 parents and students.
Family Outing

Tra c Sub-Committee
Chaired by Ms. Agnes Ching, our Traffic Sub-Committee helped smooth out our tra c challenges at the school. As you can imagine, every year we face an increasing challenge with more private cars going up and down our drive. Our Tra c Sub-Committee was crucial in smoothing out these issues, and to serve as an intermediary between our school bus operator and our parents. We also managed to keep our school bus fare increase next year to an acceptable minimum.
Lunch Sub-Committee
Chaired by Ms. Annette Tam, our Lunch Sub-committee is made up of parent volunteers who help to monitor and give input to our food caterer. A number of food tasting sessions and kitchen visits were organized throughout the year, as well as a survey taken to provide suggestions on improvements. As one can imagine, getting our kids to appreciate their lunch boxes is a near-impossible task. However, our committee provided very useful input and ensured that our students are eating healthily.
Cultural Activities
Led by Ms. Sharon Lu, we were able to obtain many discounted tickets and priority booking for cultural performances throughout the school year. These included tickets to the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, the Hong Kong Dance Company and others. We also organized special cultural performances to give our students more exposure to cultural activities.
Grade 6 Graduation Dinner
To celebrate and commemorate the graduation of our Grade 6 boys, a graduation dinner was held on 28 th June 2014 at the Holiday Inn. With a wonderful programme of per formances, speeches and special gifts, we all experienced an action-packed evening that reminded us the talents and maturity of our boys. A well-organized committee of Grade 6 parents was critical in organizing this evening's events. As one parent helper told me, it was "more intense than work" for the last few weeks prior to the Grad Dinner. I want to thank all those who helped, as well as those who contributed generously to this event to ensure that we could keep our event a ordable to all.
Volunteers' Tea Party
The final PTA event of the school year was the Volunteers' Tea Party, where we thanked all those who helped during the year. It always amazes me how many parents are working silently behind the scenes, and our Tea Party was a great occasion to show our thanks and appreciation.
Chairing the PTA has been a real privilege, and has strengthened my belief and devotion to the school. As an old boy and a parent, it is wonderful to play my part in keeping the DBS flame alive. Looking ahead, this is our 145 th Anniversary and an important year for the school. We have also set up DBS Foundation, as the platform to sustain our school's legacy and continue our pursuit of excellence for the next generation. With 145 years of history, our task is to leave behind a school that is better for the boys and parents who will come after us.
I hope that it is with this spirit that we will support and work with each other at DBS. I want to thank our PTA Committee members again for an excellent year, with a special mention to our Executive Committee -Vice- The 2013-2014 school year marked the 10 th anniversary of DBSPD. The tenth year milestone was a year of
Message from the Headteacher
As our special souvenir bookmark designed for the 10 th school anniversary suggested, "Someone is sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago. " I hope all our boys can stride into the future with pride and yet be humble of past achievements.
We are grateful for your commitment, support and passion that exemplify the unity of purpose we share. In the new academic year, the PTA will continue to organize a number of events and I look forward to another successful and rewarding school year of 2014-2015!
Phyllis Lo Headteacher of DBSPD
It is my utmost pleasure to have served as Vice-chairperson for the PTA in the past school year. I like to think that the role of the Vice-chair is, in political parlance, akin to a Chiefof-staff in coordinating various functions. I can share that with the devotion from all of our Committee members, this job is made very easy. Our parent representatives passionately drive the organization of our events and functions, while school representatives from Headteacher Ms. Lo, Assistant Headteacher Mrs. Yip, Mr. Lau, Mr. Mok and Mr. Kwok have all been highly engaged. They are always there at the front line whenever our parents have queries or suggestions. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the excellent staff in the general office who have helped us with all the details from scheduling, arranging venues, to facilitating all our circular communication.
With my two boys in Grade 4 and Grade 1, along with my involvement in the PTA, I have had the privilege to interact with many of you over this past school year. Thank you for all the enthusiastic volunteer work and active participation in our activities. It might be cliché to state that an objective of the PTA is to facilitate communication and exchange of It is my utmost pleasure to have served as Vice-chairperson for the PTA in the past school year. I like to think that the role of the Vice-chair is, in political parlance, akin to a Chief- Freddie Hai and his wife Catherine, who had dedicated a lot regarding the lunch planning and arrangement, I also had to take care of all the preparation and logistics of other important sessions of the School Fête, including but not limited to the games and sales stalls, donation, packaging and distribution of donated items and recruitment of parent helpers too.
Secondly, in the morning of the event day the weather suddenly turned so bad that the School Fête had to be held in two separate areas. PD game stalls had to be relocated to the covered playground instead of the school field as planned. I had to work with the teacherin-charge immediately to guide parent helpers to execute a contingency plan in less than one hour before the Fête started. Technical issues arose regarding the setup of booths and we had to resolve the problems one by one. My special thanks to PTA Committee member Dr. Peter Lam who volunteered to coordinate with parent helpers and provided on-site support, while I was busy dashing between PD and SD stalls to ensure the smooth running of things.
I was really amazed by the heartfelt and holistic support from over two hundred parent volunteers. In particular, I was so touched by the positive response of the parents, who sacri ced their precious time playing with their boys to help out. We all sweated out during the day but I saw lots of happy faces around me. 
Organiser of School Garden Fête DBSPD
Grade 1 PTA representative is customarily responsible for the Garden Fête Lunch. There was no exception this year. Thanks to the help of many zealous and dedicated parents, especially my dearest wife Catherine, and the sharing of experience from the PTA seniors, Fête Lunch was a spectacular success. Despite the rain, sweat was shed with joy and laughter in high spirit and we managed to pull it off very neatly.
After the high point of Garden Fête, I assumed a more supportive role to help out on the production of graphic artworks for a number of events, such as the annual Family Outing, the Parents' Seminar and, last but not least, the very piece of journal you now hold and read.
Through the events organised by the PTA in this very special year, one that marks the 10th anniversary of DBSPD, I wish all parents, especially the Grade-oners, have found this year a very memorable one, in good times and in tough times, as we shared many moments of laughter as well as caring support to each other in this new DBSPD family of ours.
Freddie Hai Organiser of Garden Fête Lunch, Communications and Newsletter
As a new-comer t o t h e D B S P D family, I entered t h e S c h o o l P T A w i t h a s much thrill and e a g e r n e s s a s my son entered Grade 1. Until twelve months ago, primary school life had been a distant memory to me with little recollection on the parents' part, let alone the teachers' part. Such faint innocent impression quickly turned into real job duties as I took my beginner's course in the School, in very much the same way as my son went through his. My new PTA role as Grade 1 parent representative allowed me to look at the School from a whole new perspective. It is a vey well-oiled machinery. Efficiency, thoughtfulness and dedication are the three words I would use to describe DBSPD and the PTA. I am enormously grateful for being able to see from behind the scene how the School works. And I thank all the parents who have put their confidence in me to serve them. 
Garden Fête Lunch
School Soccer Days
The past year school w a s a w o n d e r f u l journey for me and my sons. I am honoured t o h a v e b e e n t h e Treasurer of the PTA. W i t h t h e u n f a i l i n g suppor t from other Committee members, I managed to keep a healthy nancial status of the PTA.
I am also delighted to have had the chance to be involved in various school and PTA activities. One of the most participated events was the Pre-10k FunD Run held on the 12 th January 2014. Cheers echoed all over the school field. The up-sloping part of the race was the most
I am also delighted to have had the chance challenging to both the big and small runners. However, their perseverance was impressive and they achieved good times in the race.
I have been serving in the Committee for three years and the PTA is busy as before. Various activities have been organised for the students and families. As always, these are good platforms for parents in making new friends, inviting insights for the School and developing momentum to move forward.
With the introduction of new Committee members, more innovative ideas have sprouted up which ground our future work, and I am sure our boys will outdo our expectations through the continuing support of parents and the School.
William Chan Treasurer Organiser of Pre-10K FunD Run
The past year school The past year school challenging to both the big and small runners. However, Under the supervision of the class teachers, janitors and parent volunteers, boys were given mops and cloth to clean their own classrooms and the outside corridor. Some of the G5 boys went to clean the toilets.
Pre-10K FunD Run
After the cleaning work, boys expressed their gratitude to our 14 school janitors by presenting gifts to them.
I gave the boys a 20-minute health talk about a healthy lifestyle. I was so delighted that the audience was impressed by the information on healthy diet, exercise, smoking and drug abuse. I hope the talk could have a positive impact on the boys to sustain a lifelong healthy lifestyle.
I am grateful to the School and the parent volunteers for their support and participation. Looking forward to seeing you all next year. Following the visit to KFBG was an afternoon buffet lunch at Regal Airport Hotel. We also enjoyed the brilliant magic show during buffet. Laugh and applause filled up the ballroom of the hotel.
Byron Shiu Convenor of Social Activities
School Cleaning Day
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The Family Outing was an amazing day of fun and fellowship for all students, parents and teachers, totalling a phenomenal 777 people! One can imagine the e ort spent in coordinating the logistics of such a group. It was beyond words could describe.
I would like to send my gratitude to all the parents and teachers. Without your support and enthusiasm, it would not have been a successful and enjoyable PTA Family Outing!
Betty Yim Organiser of PTA Family Outing
It has been a pleasure serving on the PTA Committee for the past 3 years. As I serve as the Secretary for the rst time this year, a few elements have immediately become even more obvious: the breadth of coverage of the PTA activities, as well as the depth of each Committee member's commitment to serve the families of DBSPD.
Why this sudden illumination? The PTA Committee meets six times a year, the Secretary writes the minutes, and between digesting the enormity of each Committee member's responsibilities and finding the right words to succinctly capture what was discussed and reported, I am just blown away by the dedication and persistence of each and every member.
Words cannot capture the mad dash to meet logistic deadlines for the School Garden Fête, and the before-and-after inventory organisation, this being the rst major activity so early in the school year, and so close to the rst term assessments.
Then, there are the unspeakable chores from complying contact lists for 900 parents, to handle registrations and banking and follow up misspelled cheques and errant credit card details for Parents' Seminars, Pre-10K FunD Run and the annual Family Outing.
What about the jubilant anticipation of a perfectly coordinated Soccer Day, and the frustration of having to postpone and reorganise the event due to adverse weather condition? Don't forget the countless meetings, discussions, follow up on bus routes issues. And then, there is the behind-thescene data compilation and statistics generation after the lunch visits and tasting for follow up. How about considering the stamina to give a talk to 900 boys at the end of a laborious morning, having already spent yourself supervising the cleaning of the classrooms and toilets?
Each Committee member has worked so willingly and professionally to serve the DBSPD family. As I penned every word recording our efforts during the school year, I can't help admire my fellow Committee members and think about the laughter and fond memories which are theirs to cherish, as well as the satisfaction and pride they feel, having contributed to the community which gures so prominently in their boys' growth.
As I conclude this year of service, I am indebted to Dr. Tony Tsui, the PTA ex-Chairperson, for his guidance. I am also grateful to the Committee members, our Chairperson and Vice-chairpersons for entrusting me with this duty.
It has been a pleasure serving on the PTA Committee for the past 3 Then, there are the unspeakable chores from complying contact lists for 900 parents, to handle registrations and It has been awarded the contract for 24 months starting from August 2014. Chartwell is committed to providing MSG-free and healthy choices with on-site cooking to ensure the taste and nutrients of our food. I am very excited that our boys can have nutritious and tasty food! Apart from the above, we organised lunch tasting and kitchen visits for over a hundred parents. Most of them were satis ed with our kitchen hygiene and arrangements.
I am very happy to have accepted our School's invitation to teach over three hundred DBSPD boys about the Science of Food. During their IBL week, Grade 1 and Grade 2 boys were asked to research on food. As a nutritionist, I understand fully the importance of instilling the right eating habit from childhood. Every boy was very eager to learn the interesting facts and the crucial relationship between food and health. We had a terri c learning experience together.
I am hoping to continuously contribute to our School. 
Annette Tam Convenor of Lunch Sub-committee
Food Tasting and Food ScienceTalk Food Tasting and Food ScienceTalk Food Tasting and Food ScienceTalk Food Tasting and Food ScienceTalk
Since its establishment in 2005, the PTA has worked very closely with the School to create an environment in which our boys not only can excel in their abilities, but also mature in their characters. It is with this in mind that the PTA has developed a wide array of cultural programmes:
To facilitate: The PTA has established good relationships with major cultural groups in Hong Kong to select performances on a regular basis, often with good discounts, for our families. Our collaborators have included the HK Philharmonic, HK Repertory Theatre, Le French May, Opera Hong Kong, and the HK Arts Festival. Usually, over 1,000 tickets are arranged through the PTA per year.
Cultural Aff airs
To interact: Master-classes, workshops, and shor t performances are arranged on campus during school hours for our boys. These activities provide our students with the opportunity for face-to-face interaction with artists in a more intimate setting. Some of our past events have included: a visit by Huqin master Wong On-yuen, an interactive English drama Sherlock Holmes, performances by the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, and a ballet demonstration session The Life of a Ballet Prince.
To immerse: In addition to their art/music lessons, competitions, and daily practices, our boys can also bene t from having exposure to a diverse range of cultural/learning experiences. Over the years, the PTA has organized a variety of activities for the boys, such as art exhibitions, book fairs, eld trips, etc. We hope these activities will make their lives at DBSPD more colourful and memorable. This is my sixth and final year serving at the PTA (Primary Division). I am extremely grateful for the opportunity -it has truly been a remarkable journey. Not many primary schools have the resources and the flexibility to organize multiple arts and cultural activities outside of the regular curriculum. The unfailing support from Ms. Lo, Mrs. Yip, and all the teachers at DBSPD is the key. Their commitment and dedication have inspired us all. Our heartfelt thanks also go to all the parent helpers. It is our common mission to plant little seeds of arts and culture. We hope that these seeds will cultivate creativity, stimulate minds, develop appreciative hearts, and someday inspire our boys to understand who they are.
Sharon Lu Convenor of Cultural A airs
Since its establishment in 2005, the PTA has worked very closely with the School to create an environment in which our boys not only can excel in their abilities, but also mature in their characters. It is with this in mind that the PTA has
Grade 6 Graduation Dinner
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-15 -When I was one of the Traffic Sub-committee members in 2012, I witnessed our senior PTA Committee members spending a lot of time and e ort on the challenging school bus issues. Being a school bus service subscriber as well as a car driver myself, school tra c issues are of particular concern to me. It is my great pleasure to have been the Convenor of the Tra c Sub-committee last year.
Poon's returned to be our service provider last year. They provided a total of 23 school bus routes to serve more than 500 DBSPD students. The main responsibility of the Tra c Sub-committee is to assist and supervise our school bus operator in keeping the standards of service to a satisfactory level. Throughout the year we worked closely with Poon's through regular traffic meetings and daily touchbase contacts. At times, we would urge actions from Poon's in response to our parents' concerns and complaints. For example, a questionnaire on the arrangement of route 23 was conducted upon parents' request.
Traffi c Sub-committee
When I was one of the Traffic Sub-committee members Wi t h t h e c o o p e r ation from Poon's, we have tried our best to accomplish improvem e n t o n b o t h t h e school bus schedule and services. In the new school year, Poon's has agreed to allocate 3 additional school buses to serve our students in 26 routes. Hopefully the school bus services will be even more e cient. Regarding school bus services after extracurricular activities, an extra station at Mei Foo will be added; we hope that more students can bene t from this shuttle service.
On the issue of tra c within campus, the problems of congestion and illegal parking during pickup time are still very challenging. The School has to set strict rules to regulate the tra c. We solemnly seek our parents' cooperation and understanding to help achieve efficiency and safety in supervising the school tra c.
I would like to thank our Headteacher Ms. Lo, who has allocated her valuable time to join all our tra c meetings. My heartfelt thanks also goes to Mr. Lau and Mr. Stephen Chang as my mentors for their precious advice. I am very thankful for the commitment demonstrated by all the parent helpers who attended our tra c meetings and gave opinions or passed complaints to us. I look forward to your continuing support to the PTA and the Tra c Sub-committee.
Agnes Ching Convenor of Tra c Sub-committee
